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Docket Management F a c i l i t y  
VS Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
4 0 0  Seventh S t r ee t ,  SW 
Nassif  Bui lding,  Room PL-401 
Washington, DC 20590-001 

RE: Docket Number (FAA-2003-14830 
RTN 2120-AH02 

Dear Sirs :  

have been f l y i n g  h e l i c o p t e r s  as a p r o f e s s i o n a l  commercial p i l o t  i n  Hawaii s i n c e  1988,  
b e f o r e  SEAR 7 1  was implemented. I have many concerns w i t h  t h e  s a f e t y  of f l y i n g  under 
SFAR 7 1 .  

P r i o r  t o  SFAR 7 1  a t  no t i m e  d i d  I ever  c o n s i d e r  o r  t h i n k  t h e  f l y i n g  t o  be 
unsafe .  F ly ing  tours over most i s l a n d s  i n  Hawaii can be accomplished without  f l y i n g  
over  any  homes, b u i l d i n g s  01: congested a r e a s ,  SO r e q u i r i n g  m e  t o  f l y  a t  1 5 0 0  feet 
above ground l e v e l  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  of;Raw T e r r a i n  h a s  f o r c e d  me i n t o  a i r s p a c a  wi th  
f i x e d  wing t r a f f i c  (which I am supposed t o  avoid t h e  flow o f )  which a t  many t imes has 
c r e a t e d  t h e  r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  of near ' lmiss s i t u a t i o n s .  
a l t i t u d e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  would g r e a t l y  increase t h e  s a f e t y  aspect of 
f l y i n g  h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  Hawaii. Inc luding  t h e  always-present noise issue t h a t  
h e l i c o p t e r s  g e n e r a t e .  

procsdure f o r  n o i s e  and s a f e t y .  

of f o r  many y e a r s ,  wi th  t h e  a l t i t u d e  r e s t r i c t i o n  of STAR 7 1  from v e r t i c a l  raw t t r r a i n  
has  f o r c e d  me t o  f l y  down t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  v a l l e y  i n t o  sometimes s e v e r e  unseen 
t u r b u l e n c e  i n s t e a d  of where I used t o  fly i n  smooth, calm a i r  next t o  t h e  v a l l e y  
w a l l s .  The 1500-foot a l t i t u d e  r e s t r i c t i o n  has  forced m e  i n t o  c o n t r o l l e d  a i r spa-e  f o r  
cloud c l e a r a n c e ,  which i n  t h e  s t a t e  of Hawaii a t  t i m e s . c a n  be very  r e s t r i c t i v e  and 
what  I can cons ider  t o  be unsafe  wi th  some f i x e d  wing t r a f f i c  cruising through t h e  
a r e a  unannounced and not t a l k i n g  on t h e  r a d i o .  E l imina t ing  t h e  a l t i t u d e  r e s t r i c t i o n  
would also e l i m i n a t e  t h e  p o s i i b i l i t y  of f l y i n g  anytime i n t o  i n a d v e r t e n t  IMC 
c o n d i t i o n s .  I have been f o r c e d  a lot of t i n e s  o f f  s h o r e  over water  t o  comply with 
SEAR 71  a l t i t u d e  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  which could  r e s u l t  i n  having t o  aake  a water landing  
i n s t e a d  of t h e  s a f e  environment I had t o  l e a v e  upslope,  wi th  many s u i t a b l e  landing 
a r e a s  and g r e a t  v i s i b i l i t y  a t  lower a l t i t u d e s .  

good, t h e  floatation g e a r  requirements Tor f l y i n g  i n  our  environment w a s  g r e a t ,  very 
wal l  thought  o u t  Performance p lanning  before  a f l i g h t  h a s  always been s t a n d a r d  
o p e r a t i n g  procedure f o r  a l l  h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s .  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  op in ion  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  f o r  s a f e t y  o f  commerce c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of SFAR 7 1  
have t o  be e l i m i n a t e d .  

T am w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  i n  regards  to t h e  SFAR 7 1  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Hawaii. I 

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  

L o w e r  a l t i t u d e  f l y i n g  f o r  h e l i c o p t e r s  has  always been s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  

There a r e  many b e a u t i f u l  v a l l e y s  i n  Hawaii i n  which I flew s a f e l y  i n t o  and out  

Some of t h e  requirements  that w e r e  p u t  i n t o  p l a c e  wi th  SFAR 71 I f e e l  were very  

I now have a t o t a l  of 16 ,250  hours  of f l y i n g  and i n  my q u a l i f i e d  and 

Please cGnsider my r e q u e s t  and l e t  m e  go back :o  a s a f e r  f l y i n g  environment. 

S i n c e r e i y ,  


